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with difficulty and syllables or words not at all. Foerster l
tells of a man twenty-seven years old, who could copy a
text, but could not read or understand what he had
written; he recognized the letters separately and even
single syllables, but no words. He could write three
numerals from dictation and could read numbers of four
digits. However, it should be added that this subject was
feeble-minded.

This case was discussed by Madame Dejerine, who be-
lieves the term word-blindness should be confined to the
sense in which it is used by neurologists, namely, loss of
ability to read and write due to cerebral lesion on the
part of one who had previously been able to do so. She
felt it unwise to confuse a loss of function with the ab-
sence of a function. Brissaud 2 and other French authori-
ties concur in this view.

Indeed, this is the standpoint of practically all neurolo-
gists ; they discuss the results that follow definitely local-
ized cortical lesions. It is noteworthy that even C.
Wernicke 3 in his classic article on disturbances of written
language, makes no mention of congenital word-blindness.
Ladd and Woodworth 4 define word-blindness or alexia as
"inability to read, occurring, of course, in a person who
previously could read and who has not become blind."
The writing center, definitely localized by some and be-
lieved to be defective when there is difficulty in spelling
and writing from dictation, they state has merely been
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